
 

 

 

Inground Pool Instructions 

If this is your first time opening your pool and you are unfamiliar with the process, we hope these instructions will help 

guide you through.   

We recommend Safety cover-mesh or solid on all inground pools, therefore these instructions are for pools with one of 

these types of covers. (if you have a traditional tarp cover with waterbags, follow the same instructions.  Just remove the 

waterbags and cover in the same process).



 

 

 

Tools Needed 

Spring bar removal tool    Flat head a drill gun with a size ¼” hex head bit 

Two people capable of lifting at least 50 lbs. 

 

□ Remove debris and water from the tarp 

 

□ Remove the tarp 

 

Use the spring bar tool to pry the springs from the anchors.  After removing the springs on one end of the pool, begin 

removing the ones on the side starting with the ones closest to the end you started.  Take the first spring on either side 

off then begin to fold the cover on top of the part that is still anchored using the strap as a guide. Go to the next strap 

and take both sides off and continue to fold it over like you are making a burrito.  Keep going this way until you get to 

the end you should be able to slide the rolled cover off the opposite end with as little water inside the cover as possible.   

 

□ Screw down all the anchors around the pool (do not overtighten) 

 

□ OPTIONAL STEP: Clean the cover before storage 

 

If you prefer to do this, take the cover to a place in the yard that you can wash it.   Unfold the cover and scrub it with a 

brush and soap until clean then rinse off all of the soap and let it dry.  Once dry, fold it back up and put in a bog or plastic 

container and store it away for the summer.   

 

□ Ensure water level is at least half way up the skimmer 

 

□ Look at the return fittings on the wall of the pool 

 

If the pool was properly closed, there will be plugs in the return fittings on the wall of the pool.  Remove the plugs and 

replace them with the return eyeballs.  Gather the plugs along with any other small winterizing items and keep them 

together so that you can store them and reuse them in the fall.   

 

□ Look at the skimmers 

 

The Skimmer is usually plugged with a device known as a Gizmo, it is removed by unthreading.  Store this with the rest 

of the plugs for summer 

 

□ Look at the Equipment Pad 

 

□ Salt Generator or Heater 

 

If you have a salt generator, heater or any other pool accessory that was removed or unthreaded for winterization, clean 

the threads, inspect the O-ring and connect them back to their proper place. If you are unfamiliar, always follow the 

manufacturer’s manual.   

 

□ The Filter 



 

 

 

 

There are varying types and styles of filters but most have a drain plug located near the bottom. If winterized, the drain 

plug would be removed.  You will need to make sure is put back and that any O-rings or Teflon required, provide a 

proper seal.  Once all of the equipment is connected, if you have a filter with a diverter valve (D.E. or Sand filter), move 

the dial to filter, and open the bleeder valve located near the diverter (if you have a cartridge filter the bleeder valve is 

on top of the filter). 

 

□ Additional Valves 

 

If there are any shut off valves that are closed, open them. If you are unfamiliar with weather or not the valve is open or 

closed valves are open when the handle is pointed in the same direction as the pipe.  If the handle is running 

perpendicular, the valve is in the closed position. 

 

OPTIONAL: If you have a main drain (bottom drain) It is easier to prime if your 3-way valve is position on main drain.  If 

you do not know which direction to set the 3-way valve, keep it in the middle (this draws in water from both the 

skimmer and the main drain.  

 

□ Priming Your Pump 

 

Some pumps are easier than others to prime, but the basic premise is that you are adding water into the strainer pot of 

the pump then properly closing the lid so that it will not draw in air, and turning the pump on.  If you can do all of this in 

one swift motion you should be able to give the pump enough water to draw in more water from the pool and begin to 

push the water thru the filter. Watch the clear lid, in most cases the pump will have an initial rush of water then a 

moment of humming followed by a slowly increasing amount of water surging into the pump.  As the pump draws in 

more water, the bleeder valve that you left open will “hiss” out air then begin to spray out water.  Once air is all out and 

just water is shooting out, close the air valve. 

 

□ Final Comments 

Inspect the equipment and tighten any leaks, be careful not to over tighten.  If you have a leak that won’t stop, use a 

non-petroleum sealant around the O-ring and threads.    

 

If you have a salt generator, heater or heat pump, follow instructions from the manufacturer on how to start them up 

for the season.  Once you have everything working, it is time to test the water and start your water care. 


