
 

 

 

Inground Pool Instructions 

If you are unfamiliar with the process of closing an Inground pool, we highly recommend scheduling you pool closing with 

ECL. Remember, later in the fall when the leaves begin to drop, we are in the busiest part of the pool closing season so if 

you do not wish to maintain the pool during that time we recommend scheduling early.  We require that your pool has a 

safety cover that anchor to the deck.  We do not close pools with tarp style covers.  If you do not have a safety cover, we 

would be happy to provide you with an estimate which can be scheduled on our app in the “other services” section or on 

our website.  Be aware that improperly closing a pool can cause damage.  If you would prefer to do it yourself or are out 

of our service area, here are some suggestions to help you avoid potential problems. 



 

 

 

Tools Needed 

Spring bar removal tool    Flat head a drill gun with a size ¼” hex head bit 

Two people capable of lifting at least 50 lbs. Channel locks 

Shop Vac 

 

In Hampton Roads the swimming season is between April and October, but many pool owners prefer to open their pools 

after the pollen falls and close it before the leaves begin to accumulate in the pool. It is recommended that you close the 

pool before temps fall below 32 degrees.  Freeze damage can cause expensive repairs as well as down time in the spring 

when you are ready to use the pool. 

 

□ Remove debris from the pool 

 

Start by removing all leaves and debris from the pool.  Make sure that the pool water is properly balanced as you would 

when you open the pool.  Brush the walls and vacuum the bottom if necessary. Clean and remove the skimmer basket 

and remove all of the jet return eyes, handrails, deep end steps, waterfalls and any other item that will restrict your 

ability to install the cover.   

 

□ Add chemicals 

 

Add the appropriate pool closing chemicals for the water care system that you are using.  We offer a traditional winter 

kit however some systems may suggest alternative options to complement their products.  If you have any questions as 

to which winter product you should be using, please contact us.   

 

□ Disconnections 

 

Disconnect the filter, pump and other equipment. Remove all drain plugs in the pump’s plastic housing and the filter to 

remove all sitting water.  *Place these plugs somewhere where you will not forget them in the spring.  We suggest 

putting them in the strainer pot of the pump.   

 

□ Winterize lines 

 

To plug and winterize the plumbing lines, use a shop vac in the reverse (blow) position, to blow the water out of the 

lines.  Place the vac nozzle onto the pipe that leads to the skimmer.  Turn it on and have a second person watch to see 

when air bubbles begin to blow out of the skimmer.   Once you see air consistently flowing out, thread the expansion 

plug(s) into the skimmer(s).  Next connect nozzle on the pipe that leads to the return(s) follow the same steps and 

thread the plugs onto the return.  If you have any other lines such as a Polaris line or a waterfall line follow the same 

steps.  You should add antifreeze specifically made for pools, into the plumbing lines into all of the lines that are 

plugged.  This will help prevent pipes from freezing in the event that we have an extreme cold spell over the winter.   

 

□ Winterize filter 

 

If you have a D.E. or Cartridge filter, remove the inner element and thoroughly wash and allow it to dry before placing it 

back into the housing.   

 



 

 

 

□ Install safety cover 

 

To begin installing the safety cover, we recommend unfolding it width wise across the shallow end of the pool.   Connect 

the spring to the anchors by unscrewing them a quarter of the way and fastening them on with the spring bar.  Begin 

with the first two anchors on the opposite end of the width of the pool. Unfold to the next strap and fasten.  Continue to 

do this until you get the other end of the pool, then begin to fasten one end and then the other end make sure all straps 

are tight. 

 

□ Item storage 

 

Once the cover is on, review the steps to make sure everything looks correct.  Store any equipment such as salt 

generators, robotic cleaners and supplies in a dry environment that is not susceptible to extreme temperatures. 

 

□ Common Mistakes 

 

Never lower the water level in a fiberglass pool without consulting your pool company. It can void your warranty. 

 

Tarp style covers may be an economical option; however, they can be a major safety issue and require upkeep 

throughout the winter.  

 

Cleaning and balancing the pool at the time of closing will prevent you from further maintenance in the spring when you 

open the pool.    


