
 

 

 

Above and Semi Inground Pool Instructions 

If this is your first time opening your pool and you are unfamiliar with the process, we hope these instructions will help 

guide you through.   

These instructions are for a tarp style cover on a traditional steel, resin, or aluminum frame above ground or semi 

inground pool.  If you have a soft sided pool It most likely came with a cover and instructions on how to open the pool. 



 

 

 

Tools Needed 

Flat head screw driver     A large channel lock plier 

Two people capable of lifting at least 50 lbs. 

 

□ Remove debris and water from the cover 

 

□ Remove the cover 

 

Most covers fasten with a strap and a wench.  If you used winter cover seal, remove it from the perimeter of the pool 

and throw it away.  Next, loosen the strap remove the wench so that the cover can be lifted over the top of the pool.  

Start on one end and carry it over to the other end.  If possible, avoid the cover from submerging into the pool.  When 

you get to the other end, pull the cover off all the way.   

 

□ OPTIONAL STEP: Clean the cover before storage 

 

If you prefer to do this, clean it with soap and water, rinse it off, and store it in a container for the summer with the 

other winterizing tools.   

 

□ Reconnect pump and filter to the pool 

 

Before removing any plugs, connect the hose back to the pool and filter equipment (the pump connects to the skimmer 

and the filter connects to the return) then tighten the stainless-steel clamps with a flat head screwdriver.  Connect any 

plugs removed from the pump or filter during winterization. 

 

Open the bleeder valve at the top of the filter head (on a cartridge filter it is on top of the head, on a sand filter it is on 

the side of the head).  Inspect the pump and filter area one more time to make sure everything appears to be connected 

properly connected and any unions are snuggly tightened with the channel locks.  Remove the plug from the return on 

the inside of the pool.  If you have gate valves make sure they are in the UP (open) position. Then remove either the 

winterizing skimmer faceplate from inside the pool if you have the large hydromatic skimmer or remove the threaded 

gizmo plug from inside the skimmer in the traditional style skimmer.  

 

□ Ensure water level is at least half way up the skimmer 

 

□ Simple Salt System 

 

If you have a simple salt system, you should follow instructions on replacing the chamber at this time.    

 

□ Final Comments 

 

Gravity should allow water to flow down to the pump from the skimmer and from the return to the filter.  Close the 

bleeder valve when water starts to spray out.  Check the hoses and unions and tighten them if you see any leaks.  If 

everything looks good, turn on the pump. Again, look around for leaks, the pressure of the water flowing could pop a 

hose off, be prepared to shut the pump off and connect the hose back.  If everything is secure and there are no leaks, 

you should be able test the water and start your water care. 


